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ITALIAN COMMUNIST PARTY DELEGATION AFFIRMS SUPPORT OF ETHIOPIAN SOCIALIST REVOLUTION

Content

SUMMARY. ITALIAN COMMUNIST PARTY, AFTER A LONG PERIOD OF WAIT

AND SEE, IS COMING OUT IN FAVOR OF ETHIOPIA OVER SOMALIA.
THIS FOLLOWS THE VISIT OF OLD STALINIST GIANCARLO PAJETTA.
PAJETTA FOUND ONLY MENGISTU TO BE A REAL LEADER AND WILL RE-

PORT COMMUNISM'S CHANCES IN ETHIOPIA ARE BEST SERVED BY SUP-
PORT OF CONTINUED MILITARY DICTATORSHIP RATHER THAN INTRO-

DUCTION OF PARTY RULE WITH A CIVILIAN BASE. PAJETTA IS CON-
VINCED NOW THAT MENGISTU WILL NOT CONSIDER ANY NEGOTIATIONS

WITH SOMALIA BEFORE ETHIOPIAN TERRITORY IS RID OF THE INVAD-
ERS. CURRENT VIOLENCE IN ETHIOPIA AMONG MARXIST-LENINISTS IS

REGRETABLE BUT UNDERSTANDABLE, ACCORDING TO THE ITALIAN COM-
MUNIST. ITALIAN COMMUNIST SUPPORT FOR ERITREAN INDEPENDENCE

WILL DISAPPEAR IN FAVOR OF A NEGOTIATED SOLUTION. END SUMMARY.
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1. ITALIAN COMMUNIST LEADER, GIANCARLO PAJETTA, BRIEFED

ITALIAN AMBASSADOR AND COUNSELOR AT THE CONSLUSION OF HIS
VISIT TO ADDIS LAST WEEK, THE HIGHLIGHT OF WHICH WAS A TWO-

HOUR TETE-A-TETE WITH PMAC CHAIRMAN MENGISTU HAILE-MARIAM.
ACCORDING TO LOCAL PRESS PAJETTA IS "MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT AND
THE SECRETARIAT OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF ITALY AND CHAIRMAN

OF THE FOREIGN AFFAIRS COMMISSION OF THE PARTY." PAJETTA'S
VISIT HAD BEEN ARRANGED BY BERLINGUER AND DIRG REPRESENTATIVE

BERHANU BAYEH WHILE BOTH WERE ATTENDING THE 60TH ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATIONS IN MOSCOW EARLY IN NOVEMBER.

2. ITALIAN COMMUNIST PARTY HAD UNDERSTANDABLY BEEN AMBIVALENT

ABOUT ETHIOPIAN REVOLUTION AND OGADEN WAR, ACCORDING TO ITA-
LIAN COUNSELOR, PARTICULARLY IN LIGHT OF ITS TRADITIONAL SUP-
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PORT OF SOMALIA'S RAOD TO SOCIALISM AND ALLIANCE WITH MOSCOW.
PAJETTA INFORMED ITALIAN EMBASSY THAT, AS A RESULT OF VISIT,

PCI WOULD NOW GIVE WHOLEHEARTED SUPPORT TO ETHIOPIA EVEN
THOUGH IT BELIEVES ETHIOPIAN COMMUNISM TO BE IN INFANTILE

STATE. ITALIAN COUNSELOR BELIEVES THAT SINCE PAJETTA HAS LONG
BEEN IN FAVOR OF STRONG TIES BETWEEN PCI AND MOSCOW, THIS

ACCEPTANCE OF MOSCOW'S CURRENT POSITION SHOULD COME AS NO
SURPRISE.

3. WHAT ITALIAN EMBASSY DID FIND MOST INTERESTING WAS PAJETTA'S

APPRAISAL OF MENGISTU AND OTHER ETHIOPIAN MARXIST-LENINISTS
WITH WHOM HE MET. MENGISTU IS UNQUESTIONABLY THE ONLY REAL
LEADER SHO UNDERSTANDS HOW TO USE POWER, PAJETTA TOLD THE

EMBASSY. HE HAD BEEN TOLD BEFORE ARRIVAL THAT OTHER DIRG MEM-
BERS IN THE POWER STRUGGLE, PARTICULARLY MSGT LEGESSE ASFAW,

WERE PARTICULARLY WORTH WATCHING, BUT PAJETTA FOUND NONE OF
THE OTHERS COME CLOSE TO MENGISTU. HE APPARENTLY HAD FEW OR

NO DOUBTS ABOUT MENGISTU'S DEVOTION TO WORLD COMMUNIST CAUSE.
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HE CONSIDERS FOREIGN MINISTER FELLEKE GEDLE-GHIORGIS TO BE A

TOTAL NON-ENTITY WHO EXECUTES FOREIGN POLICY BUT HAS NO ROLE
IN MAKING IT. MENGISTU REFUSED ANY CONSIDERATION WHATSOEVER

OF NEGOTIATING WITH SOMALIA PRIOR TO RIDDING ETHIOPIAN TERRI-
TORY OF SOMALI FORCES, PAJETTA TOLD THE EMBASSY. APPARENTLY

PAJETTA HAD HOPED FOR SOME SIGN OF WILLINGNESS TO COMPROMISE
IN HIS NEWFOUND FRIEND.

4. PAJETTA WAS APPARENTLY VERY FRANK WITH ITALIAN EMBASSY IN

EXPRESSING PCI DISAPPOINTMENT WITH THE CURRENT HIGH LEVEL
OF VIOLENCE IN ADDIS AND THE KILLINGS OF COMMUNISTS BY COM-

MUNISTS. HOWEVER, HE TREATS THIS STATE OF AFFAIRS AS INEVIT-
ABLE IN THE EARLY STAGES OF A REAL REVOLUTION IN ETHIOPIA.

HE WAS CATEGORIC IN HIS FINDING THAT THE ONLY WAY TO COMPLET-
ING THE REVOLUTION IS A STRONG MILITARY GOVERNMENT WHICH CAN

HOLD CIVILIAN FIREBRANDS IN CHECK. AMONG SUCH CIVILIANS WHOM
HE HOLDS IN LOW ESTEEM IS THE ALL ETHIOPIA TRADE UNION (AETU)

LEADERSHIP. PART OF THE PROBLEM IS THAT THEY TRIED TO LECTURE
THIS SEASONED STALINIST ON HOW TO MAKE A REVOLUTION AND HAD

NO UNDERSTANDING, ACCORDING TO PAJETTA, OF HOW TO GOVERN A
COUNTRY.

5. ITALIAN COUNSELOR BELIEVES PAJETTA'S VISIT WILL HAVE ITS
MOST IMPORTANT EFFECT ON THE PCI'S ATTITUDE TOWARD THE ERIT-

REAN LIBERATION MOVEMENTS. THE PCI HAS BEEN A LONG-TIME SUP-
PORTER OF THE PLF IN PARTICULAR AND HAS SPENT A LOT IN TAKING
CARE OF PLF WOUNDED IN ITALIAN HOSPITALS. WITH THE ADVENT OF

ALL-OUT SOVIET SUPPORT FOR THE EPMG, THE ITALIAN COMMUNIST PARTY
WILL NO LONGER FAVOR ERITREAN INDEPENDENCE NOR PROVIDE SUCH

MATERIAL SUPPORT TO THE PLF, PAJETTA INDICATED TO THE EMBASSY.
HERE, TOO, THE PCI WILL FOLLOW THE MOSCOW LINE THAT SOME SORT

OF AUTONOMY UNDER ADDIS IS THE BEST SOLUTION, THE EMBASSY CON-
CLUDED.

6. NO RPT NO MENTION MADE IN ETHIOPIAN MEDIA OF PAJETTA'S

TRIP TO MOGADISCIO. OBVIOUSLY ANNOUNCEMENT OF THAT VISIT WOULD
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DETRACT FROM PRESTIGE ETHIOPIAN GOVERNMENT RECEIVED FROM
VISIT HERE.

MATHERON
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FM AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6407

INFO AMEMBASSY MOGADISCIO
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW

AMEMBASSY NAIROBI
AMEMBASSY ROME

C O N F I D E N T I A L ADDIS ABABA 6603

E.O. 11652: GDS
TAGS: PINT, PBOR, IT, ET, SO, UR

SUBJ: ITALIAN COMMUNIST PARTY DELEGATION AFFIRMS SUPPORT
OF ETHIOPIAN SOCIALIST REVOLUTION

REF: MOGADISCIO 1994

SUMMARY. ITALIAN COMMUNIST PARTY, AFTER A LONG PERIOD OF WAIT

AND SEE, IS COMING OUT IN FAVOR OF ETHIOPIA OVER SOMALIA.
THIS FOLLOWS THE VISIT OF OLD STALINIST GIANCARLO PAJETTA.
PAJETTA FOUND ONLY MENGISTU TO BE A REAL LEADER AND WILL RE-

PORT COMMUNISM'S CHANCES IN ETHIOPIA ARE BEST SERVED BY SUP-
PORT OF CONTINUED MILITARY DICTATORSHIP RATHER THAN INTRO-

DUCTION OF PARTY RULE WITH A CIVILIAN BASE. PAJETTA IS CON-
VINCED NOW THAT MENGISTU WILL NOT CONSIDER ANY NEGOTIATIONS

WITH SOMALIA BEFORE ETHIOPIAN TERRITORY IS RID OF THE INVAD-
ERS. CURRENT VIOLENCE IN ETHIOPIA AMONG MARXIST-LENINISTS IS

REGRETABLE BUT UNDERSTANDABLE, ACCORDING TO THE ITALIAN COM-
MUNIST. ITALIAN COMMUNIST SUPPORT FOR ERITREAN INDEPENDENCE

WILL DISAPPEAR IN FAVOR OF A NEGOTIATED SOLUTION. END SUMMARY.
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1. ITALIAN COMMUNIST LEADER, GIANCARLO PAJETTA, BRIEFED

ITALIAN AMBASSADOR AND COUNSELOR AT THE CONSLUSION OF HIS
VISIT TO ADDIS LAST WEEK, THE HIGHLIGHT OF WHICH WAS A TWO-

HOUR TETE-A-TETE WITH PMAC CHAIRMAN MENGISTU HAILE-MARIAM.
ACCORDING TO LOCAL PRESS PAJETTA IS "MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT AND
THE SECRETARIAT OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF ITALY AND CHAIRMAN

OF THE FOREIGN AFFAIRS COMMISSION OF THE PARTY." PAJETTA'S
VISIT HAD BEEN ARRANGED BY BERLINGUER AND DIRG REPRESENTATIVE

BERHANU BAYEH WHILE BOTH WERE ATTENDING THE 60TH ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATIONS IN MOSCOW EARLY IN NOVEMBER.

2. ITALIAN COMMUNIST PARTY HAD UNDERSTANDABLY BEEN AMBIVALENT

ABOUT ETHIOPIAN REVOLUTION AND OGADEN WAR, ACCORDING TO ITA-



LIAN COUNSELOR, PARTICULARLY IN LIGHT OF ITS TRADITIONAL SUP-

PORT OF SOMALIA'S RAOD TO SOCIALISM AND ALLIANCE WITH MOSCOW.
PAJETTA INFORMED ITALIAN EMBASSY THAT, AS A RESULT OF VISIT,

PCI WOULD NOW GIVE WHOLEHEARTED SUPPORT TO ETHIOPIA EVEN
THOUGH IT BELIEVES ETHIOPIAN COMMUNISM TO BE IN INFANTILE

STATE. ITALIAN COUNSELOR BELIEVES THAT SINCE PAJETTA HAS LONG
BEEN IN FAVOR OF STRONG TIES BETWEEN PCI AND MOSCOW, THIS

ACCEPTANCE OF MOSCOW'S CURRENT POSITION SHOULD COME AS NO
SURPRISE.

3. WHAT ITALIAN EMBASSY DID FIND MOST INTERESTING WAS PAJETTA'S

APPRAISAL OF MENGISTU AND OTHER ETHIOPIAN MARXIST-LENINISTS
WITH WHOM HE MET. MENGISTU IS UNQUESTIONABLY THE ONLY REAL
LEADER SHO UNDERSTANDS HOW TO USE POWER, PAJETTA TOLD THE

EMBASSY. HE HAD BEEN TOLD BEFORE ARRIVAL THAT OTHER DIRG MEM-
BERS IN THE POWER STRUGGLE, PARTICULARLY MSGT LEGESSE ASFAW,

WERE PARTICULARLY WORTH WATCHING, BUT PAJETTA FOUND NONE OF
THE OTHERS COME CLOSE TO MENGISTU. HE APPARENTLY HAD FEW OR

NO DOUBTS ABOUT MENGISTU'S DEVOTION TO WORLD COMMUNIST CAUSE.
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HE CONSIDERS FOREIGN MINISTER FELLEKE GEDLE-GHIORGIS TO BE A

TOTAL NON-ENTITY WHO EXECUTES FOREIGN POLICY BUT HAS NO ROLE
IN MAKING IT. MENGISTU REFUSED ANY CONSIDERATION WHATSOEVER

OF NEGOTIATING WITH SOMALIA PRIOR TO RIDDING ETHIOPIAN TERRI-
TORY OF SOMALI FORCES, PAJETTA TOLD THE EMBASSY. APPARENTLY

PAJETTA HAD HOPED FOR SOME SIGN OF WILLINGNESS TO COMPROMISE
IN HIS NEWFOUND FRIEND.

4. PAJETTA WAS APPARENTLY VERY FRANK WITH ITALIAN EMBASSY IN

EXPRESSING PCI DISAPPOINTMENT WITH THE CURRENT HIGH LEVEL
OF VIOLENCE IN ADDIS AND THE KILLINGS OF COMMUNISTS BY COM-

MUNISTS. HOWEVER, HE TREATS THIS STATE OF AFFAIRS AS INEVIT-
ABLE IN THE EARLY STAGES OF A REAL REVOLUTION IN ETHIOPIA.

HE WAS CATEGORIC IN HIS FINDING THAT THE ONLY WAY TO COMPLET-
ING THE REVOLUTION IS A STRONG MILITARY GOVERNMENT WHICH CAN

HOLD CIVILIAN FIREBRANDS IN CHECK. AMONG SUCH CIVILIANS WHOM
HE HOLDS IN LOW ESTEEM IS THE ALL ETHIOPIA TRADE UNION (AETU)

LEADERSHIP. PART OF THE PROBLEM IS THAT THEY TRIED TO LECTURE
THIS SEASONED STALINIST ON HOW TO MAKE A REVOLUTION AND HAD

NO UNDERSTANDING, ACCORDING TO PAJETTA, OF HOW TO GOVERN A
COUNTRY.

5. ITALIAN COUNSELOR BELIEVES PAJETTA'S VISIT WILL HAVE ITS
MOST IMPORTANT EFFECT ON THE PCI'S ATTITUDE TOWARD THE ERIT-

REAN LIBERATION MOVEMENTS. THE PCI HAS BEEN A LONG-TIME SUP-
PORTER OF THE PLF IN PARTICULAR AND HAS SPENT A LOT IN TAKING
CARE OF PLF WOUNDED IN ITALIAN HOSPITALS. WITH THE ADVENT OF

ALL-OUT SOVIET SUPPORT FOR THE EPMG, THE ITALIAN COMMUNIST PARTY
WILL NO LONGER FAVOR ERITREAN INDEPENDENCE NOR PROVIDE SUCH

MATERIAL SUPPORT TO THE PLF, PAJETTA INDICATED TO THE EMBASSY.
HERE, TOO, THE PCI WILL FOLLOW THE MOSCOW LINE THAT SOME SORT

OF AUTONOMY UNDER ADDIS IS THE BEST SOLUTION, THE EMBASSY CON-
CLUDED.

6. NO RPT NO MENTION MADE IN ETHIOPIAN MEDIA OF PAJETTA'S

TRIP TO MOGADISCIO. OBVIOUSLY ANNOUNCEMENT OF THAT VISIT WOULD
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DETRACT FROM PRESTIGE ETHIOPIAN GOVERNMENT RECEIVED FROM
VISIT HERE.
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