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SUMMARY. IN AN INTERVIEW IN CORRIERE DELLA SERA ON NOVEMBER 18,

SENATOR UGO PECCHIOLI, CHIEF OF THE PCI SECTION FOR STATE PROBLEMS,

PROPOSED THE FORMATION OF CITIZENS' COMMITTEES TO ASSIST POLICE IN

GUARDING THE STREETS OF ITALIAN CITIES AND URGED CITIZENS TO COOP-

ERATE MORE ACTIVELY WITH THE FORCES OF ORDER IN COMBATING TERRORISM.

HE ALSO STATED THAT NEWLY-REFORMED POLICE INTELLIGENCE UNITS

WOULD HAVE TO GO BEYOND "STRICTLY LEGAL" LIMITS IF THEY WERE TO

COMBAT TERRORISM EFFECTIVELY. THOUGH THE OTHER MAJOR PARTIES HAVE

NOT COMMENTED ON PECCHILLI'S ASSERTION THAT POLICE ANTI-TERRORIST

UNITS MUST BE ALLOWED TO USE ILLEGAL METHODS, THERE WERE A NUMBER OF

PROTESTS FROM THE DC AND THE PSI AGAINST THE PROPOSED ESTABLISHMENT

OF CITIZEN VIGILANTE COMMITTEES. PCI PRESIDENT LUIGI LONGO AND

SECRETARIAT MEMBER GIANCARLO PAJETTA, ON NOVEMBER 20, BACKED

PECCHIOLI'S CALL FOR A "POPULAR MOBILIZATION" AGAINST TERRORISM, BUT

REFRAINED FROM A REPETITION OF HIS PROPOSAL FOR THE FORMATION OF

"CITIZENS" COMMITTEES". END SUMMARY.

1. IN A NOVEMBER 18 INTERVIEW WITH CORRIERE DELLA SERA WHICH CAME

ON THE HEELS OF AN ATTACK BY THE RED BRIGADES ON A LOCAL PCI

OFFICIAL IN GENOA, SENATOR UGO PECCHILLI, CHIEF OF THE PCI SECTION
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FOR STATE PROBLEMS (REFERRED TO BY INTERIOR MINISTER COSSIGA AS

"MY COUNTER-PART"), CALLED FOR A "POPULAR MOBILIZATION IN COOPERATION

WITH THE FORCES OF ORDER". IN PARTICULAR, PECCHIOLI ASKED THAT

FACTORY WORKERS IDENTIFY FOR THE AUTHORITIES COLLEAGUES WHO ENGAGE

IN VANDALISM OR AGITATE IN THE NAME OF FAR LEFT PARTIES. HE ALSO

PROPOSED THE FORMATION, IN LARGE CITIES, OF NEIGHBORHOOD "CITIZENS'

COMMITTEES" WHICH WOULD FORM "POPULAR PATROLS TO GUARD THE STREETS"



AND "HELP THE FORCES OF POLICE TO DO THEIR DUTY."

2. PECCHIOLI ALSO DISCUSSED THE NEW POLICE INTELLIGENCE AND

ANTI-TERRORISM UNIT WHICH IS TO BE FORMED WITHIN THE INTERIOR

MINISTRY

UNDER A RECENTLY PASSED REFORM ON THE SECURITY SERVICES. "WHAT IS

NEEDED," HE SAID, "IS AN EFFICIENT INTELLIGENCE SERVICE THAT KNOWS

ITS JOB; AND NOBODY PRETENDS THAT IT CAN ACT WITH STRICTLY LEGAL

METHODS." PECCHIOLI ADDED THAT "TO EXPECT A SECRET AGENT TO MOVE

WITH FORMAL RESPECT FOR THE LAWS AND IN THE FULL LIGHT OF DAY IS

CONTRADICTORY, RIDICULOUS." (COMMENT: PECCHIOLI IS THE PCI'S CHIEF

SPOKESMAN ON QUESTIONS OF PUBLIC ORDER, AND HIS COMMENTS CAN THUS

BE CONSIDERED AN AUTHORITATIVE STATEMENT OF THE PCI POSITION ON THE

SECURITY SERVICES. THEY REPRESENT A CONTRADICTION WITH THE PARTY'S

PAST PRACTICE IN THAT THE COMMUNISTS HAVE ON NUMEROUS OCCASIONS

CRITICIZED THE SECRET SERVICES STRONGLY FOR EXCEEDING THEIR

AUTHORITY AND ACTING OUTSIDE THE LAW. END COMMENT)
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3. WHILE PECCHIOLI'S COMMENTS ON FUTURE POLICE INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES

HAVE NOT RECEIVED A GREAT DEAL OF ATTENTION FROM THE OTHER MAJOR

PARTIES, HIS PROPOSAL FOR THE FORMATION OF LOCAL VIGILANTE GROUPS

PROVOKED STRONG REACTIONS FROM THE DC AND THE PSI. DEPUTY FRANCESCO

AZZOLA, WHO HEADS THE DC OFFICE MOST DIRECTLY CONCERNED WITH PUBLIC

ORDER QUESTIONS, PROTESTED THAT SUCH CITIZENS COMMITTEES COULD

DEVELOP

INTO A PARALLEL POLICE FORCE WHICH WOULD "WEAKEN THE AUTHORITY OF THE

STATE" AND THAT THEY WOULD ULTIMATELY BE AN UNHEALTHY FACTOR IN THE

COUNTRY'S POLITICAL LIFE. HIS SENTIMENTS WERE ECHOED BY THE DC

WEEKLY LA DISCUSSIONS WHICH FORESAW THE EVOLUTION OF A SITUATION

SIMILAR TO THAT IN ARGENTINA, WITH POLICE AND PARAMILITARY

FORCES "ANSWERING TERRORISM WITH TERRORISM". DEPUTY NEVOL QUERCI,

A MEMBER OF THE PSI DIRECTORATE, OPPOSED THE FORMATION OF VIGILANTE

GROUPS ON THE GROUNDS THAT THEY WOULD GIVE RISE TO A "CLIMATE OF

SUSPICION" THAT WOULD EVENTUALLY LEAD TO REPRESSION. POLICE AND

GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS WERE ALSO CLEARLY NOT PLEASED WITH PECCHIOLI'S

INITIATIVE (SEE REFTEL).

4. ON NOVEMBER 20, IN A FRONT PAGE EDITORIAL IN COMMUNIST DAILY

L'UNITA', PCI PRESIDENT LUIGI LONGO REPEATED PECCHIOLI'S CALL FOR

A "MOBILIZATION" AGAINST TERRORISM AND URGED THE PARTY TO USE ITS

"CAPACITY OF PERSUASION AND CAPILLARY INITIATIVE AMONG THE MASSES"

TO COMBAT TERRORISM AND AID THE FORECES OF ORDER. HE ALSO CALLED

ON THE POLICE AND THE GOVERNMENT TO INCREASE THEIR EFFORTS AGAINST

CONFIDENTIAL
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VIOLENT EXTREMISTS WHO USE "FASCIST METHODS". LONGO, HOWEVER,

DID NOT REPEAT PECCHIOLI'S CALL FOR THE FORMATION OF "CITIZENS'

COMMITTEES". GIANCARLO PAJETTA, A MEMBER OF THE PCI SECRETARIAT WHO

SPOKE IN TURIN THE SAME DAY, STRESSED THE NEED FOR "A POPULAR

MOBILIZATION THAT DENOUNCES AND ISOLATES TERRORISTS", BUT ADDED

SPECIFICALLY THAT THE PARTY DID NOT PROPOSE TO "BUILD A PARALLEL

POLICE FORCE."

5. COMMENT. IT WOULD APPEAR THAT PECCHIOLI, IN PROPOSING THE ES-

TABLISHMENT OF NEIGHBORHOOD VIGILANTE COMMITTEES, WENT SOMEWHAT

FARTHER THAN THE PARTY INTENDED, AND THAT THE STATEMENTS BY

LONGO AND PAJETTA WERE AIMED, AT LEAST IN PART, AT CORRECTING

PECCHIOLI'S MISSTATEMENT. GARDNER
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privacy and anonymity.
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